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January 2012 

 Happy New year  
Fisheries on the Buzz – see Fisheries report 

Zander on mackerel – see Fishing news 

Safe & unsafe rigs – see page 18 

 

Executive Committee needs 

you! 
 

The BAA Executive Committee is at its lowest number in the history of the Association and 

urgently needs volunteer members. 

So if you want to be involved in the running of the club, decisions about its future and are 

available on the evening of the first Thursday every month, please contact John Williams at 

BAA HQ (01562 882116). 

John will give you more information on Executive Committee membership and assist you in 

joining. 
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    Fishing news  

Fladbury 23rd December 
 

 
 

A great way to end the year 3 barbel, 4 chub! Member Dave Holland with a barbel weighing 

6lbs.     Merry Christmas!!! 

Happy Boxing Day 

 
 

Hi, this was the best fish of seven barbel and five chub caught at Fladbury on 13mm pellet on 

Boxing Day.  

Rob Holland 
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Winter summary 
Dear Fellow Members 

To oblige the request for photographs of a variety of species caught on BAA waters, I offer 

these three photographs.  The fish are not monsters, but more than enough to delight on any 

cold, damp winter's day. 

      

The perch (yes, it is a bit pale !) weighed 2lb 9oz and was caught on float-fishing maggots at 

Coppice Lake in mid-December, whereas the chub weighed 3lb 10oz and was caught on 

luncheon meat on Christmas Day, fishing at Nafford.  That was a quiet session! I just fished 

for two hours in the afternoon, and also caught a barbel at 6lb 8oz.  Now, that's what I call 

"real" Christmas presents. 

 

My other picture is of a more unusual species, and I attach my photograph as it may assist 

someone with species identification.  It is, of course, a salmon parr, which I caught at 

Blackstone in October.  I am (I might add, diplomatically) aware of the fact that catching 

salmon requires an EA Licence for migratory fish (salmon and sea trout), and that this little 

fella has the potential to embark upon its epic journey to the sea.  If you catch one in error, 

please treat it with great care and put it back gently. 

Happy New Year 

Tim Gilson 
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The ultimate sign 

 

 

 

This one has to be a good one to end the ‘Spot that sign’ series on. 

It has been completely devoured by the Tree. 

Taken over-looking Chadbury Weir. 

 Regards, 

Colin T.  
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Who said zander only feed at dawn or dusk and 

don't take sea baits? 

 

 

 

Birmingham angler Rob Hawkswood purchased a day ticket to fish for pike at Pensham. 

Three pegs over the stile into the Coppice area and an hour into the session at about 10 

o’clock, Rob baited up with an 8 to 9 inch joey mackerel ledgered hard on the bottom.  It was 

only in for a few minutes when his bait runner screamed off, he hit into what he thought was 

a jack pike but to his surprise it was a hard fighting 8½lb zander. 

 

Rob also had pike during the same session and said that he will now be using his day ticket to 

get £5 off a full membership card and will definitely be fishing more BAA waters this year. 

  

Regards, 

 

Colin T.  

 

Fishing news record 
fish/catcher weight location method BAA News 

edition 

Barbel         

Stephen Mayo 14lb 7oz Mid Severn 10m DD ellipse pellet, 

hair rig 12 hook, hemp 

& pellet groundbait. 

July 2011 
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Big John 14lb Fladbury 2 x 8mm hair rigged 

halibut pellets on 12 

hook with boilies & 

pellets in PVA bag on 

hook 

Nov 2011 

Barry Hope 13lb Broadwas   Oct 2011 

Steve Hewitt 12lb 4oz Wasperton   July 2011 

Lee Wilkes 10lb 

10oz 

Arley SBS Baits Frankfurter 

hooker. 

July 2011 

Richard Edwards 10lb 4oz Fladbury   Nov 2011 

Richard Edwards 10lb 3oz Fladbury   Nov 2011 

Reece Wilkes 9lb 7oz Arley   Oct 2011 

Dave Mantle 9lb 4oz Highley   Nov 2011 

Peter Niblett 9lb Nafford Hair rigged pellet. Oct 2011 

Phil Milnethorpe 9lb Stanley Waters   Nov 2011 

Kevin Wilson 8lb 8oz Stanford Bridge   Nov 2011 

Tim Gilson 6lb 8oz Nafford   Jan 2012 

Dave Holland 6lb Fladbury    Jan 2012 

     

Bream         

Graham Cole 8lb 13oz Birds Meadow   Nov 2011 

Colin Townsend 8lb 8oz Severn Stoke 8m halibut pellet hair rig 

on 10 hook. 2m halibut 

pellet & brown crumb 

feeder. 

Aug 2011 

Pete Jones 7lb 8oz Birds Meadow Magic Black ground bait 

feeder, small worm and 

red maggot on hook 

Dec 2011 

Oli Johnson's Dad 7lb 5oz Fladbury Double 6mm elipse 

pellet 

Dec 2011 

Oli Johnson 6lb Fladbury Double 6mm elipse 

pellet 

Dec 2011 

Shawn Townend 5lb 8oz Stubbs Pool Mainline Cell boilies Dec 2011 

          

Common Carp     

Stan Kovachev 34lb 2oz Coppice   July 2011 

Phil Wood 26lb 4oz Coppice Mid water boilie. June 2011 

Carl Gerroni 24lb 7oz Nordley 4   June 2011 

Jack Parkes 23lb 5oz Coppice   April 2011 

Kevin Smith 21lb Coppice   Oct 2011 

Daniel Ambrose 20lb Coppice   June 2011 

Will Peace 18lb Worcester Canal, 

Alvechurch 

  Sep 2011 

Kevin Smith 17lb Coppice   July 2011 
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Mirror Carp       

Steve Middleton 31lb plus Coppice   June 2011 

Brendon 

Almquest 

31lb Coppice   Nov 2011 

Curtis Holdom 26lb 2oz Coppice   April 2011 

Greeny 24lb Coppice   Oct 2011 

Keith Jones 19lb 8oz Nordley 1   May-11 

          

Chub         

Tim Gilson 3lb 10oz Nafford Luncheon meat Jan 2012 

          

Perch         

Tim Gilson 2lb 9oz Coppice Float fished maggot Jan 2012 

          

Pike         

Jonathan Harcourt 18lb 7oz Fladbury Wobbled dead bait 

(smelt). 

Oct 2011 

Neil Walker 13lb 9oz Fladbury Paternostered sardine Dec 2011 

Tom George 13lb 8oz Fladbury Lamprey dead bait Dec 2011 

          

Tench         

Cliff Townsend 6lb 4oz Mythe Pool Red maggot block end 

feeder. 

Nov 2011 

Tim Gilson 4lb 3oz Apperley   Oct 2011 

          

Zander         

Rob Hawkswood 8lb 8oz Pensham Ledgered mackerel Jan 2012 
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Extracts from the Archive 
Midland Angler 

During the 1950s and 60s, the BAA published the monthly Midland Angler magazine, price 

one shilling (5p). As this is the January 2012 edition of the BAA News, copied below are 

extracts from the 50 year old January 1962 edition of the Midland Angler.  
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The first extract covers the early days of barbel on the Severn, an article written by a BAA 

member. 
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The following extract is an article by guest writer Tag Barnes on winter fishing 
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Just to show that nothing much changes, copied below is the Anglers Forum, the forerunner 

of the readers’ letter section. 
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Fisheries report    
 

Due to Christmas and the New Year, the Fisheries work party ceased work in early December 

and plan to recommence activities during early January. The work carried out since the last 

report is; 

Wick – wooden foot bridge repaired 

Charlton – further clearance of swims in meadows 4, 7 and 8. 

Blackstone – 1-2 tons of stone put down on access lane. 

As an addition to the usual report I am taking a retrospective look at work party activities in 

the 1950s with photographs and letter provided to the BAA by Gordon Rae in 2009. 

 

Ready for the off on the bus to the Teme in 1957 

           
 

             Mac Holland directing operations                Cutting out, Gordon Rae on right 
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                          Reg Irons                                                 Chain Gang tools 
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  Readers’ letters   
If you have any items, thoughts, issues you want to air in the BAA news, please email it to 

baajnw@btinternet.com titled for attn of BAA News Editor. 

When sending in a comment can you please let us know if you don’t want your name 

included? 

The Editor will act as moderator for items to be included. 

--------------------------------------- 

Congratulations to Lynn Dyson for winning the 2012 handbook photo competition, somehow 

I think it will attract more new members than runner up Brendan’s picture, sorry Brendan. 

Forgive the pun but it looks like it was a clean sweep Mrs Dyson. 

 Graham Beck. 

--------------------------------------- 

Dear Sir, 

I have to let you know how disappointed I am with the choice of picture for the new BAA 

'Guide to waters'. Of all the pictures that must've been submitted this is the best specimen you 

could find? I like to believe that the BAA is a civilised and responsible organisation, not a 

laddish gaggle of leerers. Please leave the smut to other less wholesome publications. 

Regards 

J. C. Stubbs 

--------------------------------------- 

Morning all,  

Yet again a brilliant issue of the newsletter.  

With the inclusion of the archive (and despite the fact I have never fished the venue it was an 

excellent inclusion) I am looking forward to reading the guides in the future. 

With reports on matches and what is being caught and where, I spend the first week of most 

months now checking if the news section has been updated. 

This obviously takes hard work to put together and is a fitting inclusion for what is still one 

of the country's biggest (if not indeed the biggest) clubs. 

Well done! Pete Lewis. 

--------------------------------------- 

mailto:baajnw@btinternet.com
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Dear All, 

Firstly Happy New Year to you all, hope it’s a good one. Last summer I spent all my time 

barbeling on the Underdale section in Shrewsbury. Only saw 1 other angler (non member but 

had day ticket), the fishing was slow, but did managed several barbel over 9lbs, 1 chub of 6lb 

and loads of bream from 2lb to around 4lb. One thing I did find out, there’s a misconception 

that the BAA no longer have the section above the Telford Way Bridge, I put several people 

right on this, even showing them what was left of the sign at the top end of the stretch. 

There’s evidence of locals fishing down there, only in a few pegs, but as I said, I only met 

one. A few other locals turned up for a walk and seemed 'horrified' that a full member was 

fishing there now AND willing to check cards, maybe this put some off? It’s the first time 

I've actually fished down there and really enjoyed the peace and quiet and having the stretch 

pretty much to myself. 

Kindest Regards, Steve Holland. 

 

Ed: Thanks, I’ll make sure that Fisheries know about the signs issue there. 

 

--------------------------------------- 

Dear Sir, 

I have just joined the BAA and am enjoying the waters very much. I do however have to say 

the Stour section is not so beautiful. Unfortunately the amount of rubbish on the bank and 

floating in the water was totally unsightly. It is only ten minutes by car from where I live and 

was one of main reasons for joining. I would hate to loose the privilege to fish it because of 

this laziness of others. I just thought I would mention it in case no one else has.  

Yours sincerely, Chris Harper. 

 

Ed: Thanks for your views on litter; it’s an ongoing problem at some of our fisheries. I spoke 

to one of our bailiffs who covers the Stour about your letter. He had also seen the litter in 

question and believes it was plastic bottles etc which had been washed down stream rather 

than litter left by anglers on our water.  

 

I recently spend an afternoon (unsuccessfully) spinning for pike on the Avon at Wasperton 

along the middle part of the fishery. I found three swims that were badly littered, obviously 

left by anglers. I always carry a few bin liners in my car and filled one with the litter, took it 

home and put it in my wheelie bin. I know we shouldn’t have to do this, but you can also take 

an alternate view that all the other swims at Wasperton were pristine, which says to me that 

the majority of our members care about our fisheries and don’t leave litter. 

 

What we can do is keep this issue current, keep sending me emails and pictures about litter 

issues which I will publish. Maybe the message will slowly get home that the BAA can’t clear 

up anglers litter and everyone has to take responsibility and leave a swim as they found it, 

litter free. So thanks for your email. 

 

---------------------------------------  
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Hi, 

 

I’m writing in respect to the pictures from Fladbury where two pike are shown, one being 

Neil’s at a stated 13lbs 9oz (fair play) and the other from Tom stating a 13.5Ibs (to which its 

looking more like a 6-7Ibs). Why oh why does this keep happening? Does the editor not 

realise the size of fish some anglers are saying is way over the top and do not deserve to be 

put in a news letter? The most obvious to date is the one that sticks out a mile is the July 

news letter where an angler states his common carp from Coppice lake is 34Ib 2oz  to which I 

believe several members complained about at only being a 20lber, yet it still reads has a lake 

record in the stats on the fishing news record. Maybe the editor could put a note in next 

months news letter telling anglers to have there scales calibrated of simply buy a new set that 

actually reads weight correctly before sending such tosh off to the BAA news letter. 

Ed: On initial view Neil’s pike does look bigger that Tom’s. But looking carefully at both 

pictures you will notice that Neil is holding his fish out away from his body and the picture 

was taken with the camera close to the fish. This has the effect of exaggerating the size of the 

fish compared to the person holding it. 

Tom is holding his pike close to his body and the camera was some distance away when the 

picture was taken (I cropped much of the surrounding landscape off the picture supplied). In 

this case the size of the fish compared to Tom is not distorted. 

Also using Mona’s scale, an old (1918) way of working out the weight of a pike from its 

length a 13lb pike is about 35 inches in length, a 6lb pike 28inches. I think both fish look 

closer to 35 inches that 28. 

The carp picture in the July issue resulted on one email querying the claimed weight not 

several. 

The Fishing news section gives all members an opportunity to share their fishing experiences 

and the only pictures I have not included were some taken at what appeared to be after 

sunset at a fishery where night fishing is not permitted. 

With regard to the Fishing news record, what I am planning to do is only keep entries on it 

for 12 months. This will give readers a view of what has been caught for the past year whilst 

keeping the list fresh and relevant. 
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Safe & unsafe rigs 

Unsafe rigs 
 

Periodically rigs are recovered at by our bailiffs and fisheries team. On examination a number of 

these rigs are considered to be unsafe.  

The term unsafe rig means that if an angler looses a fish due to a line breakage there is a 

significant risk that the weight or feeder will stay attached to the fish preventing it getting rid of 

the hook and potentially causing it injury or death. 

Pictures of a number or these rigs are shown below with an explanation of what makes them 

unsafe. 

 

Figure 1 

In figure 1, the weight is threaded onto a leader with a swivel at both ends. If after hooking a 

fish the main line breaks, the weight will be prevented from coming off the leader by the top 

swivel and stay attached to the fish via the hook length and leader. To make this rig safe, the 

main line should be tied direct to the leader and checked that the weight can easily slide over 

this knot. The hook length is also attached to the leader with to many fragile looking swivels and 

links, a single swivel should do the job 
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Figure 2 

In figure 2, the weight is attached to the leader via a lead clip safety rig. In the event of a main 

line breakage the safety rig cannot come off the leader due to swivels and large knots at each 

end. If the weight fails to come off the safety clip, it will stay attached to the fish. To make this 

rig safe, the safety clip should be able to easily slide over the end of the leader attached to the 

main line. 

 

Figure 3 

In figure 3 the rubber tube has been super-glued onto the safety lead clip, preventing the clip 

from working as designed and allowing the lead to be detached if snagged. To make this rig safe 

don’t glue the rubber tube onto the lead safety clip, or push the rubber tube on too hard. 
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Figure 4 

In figure 4, again the leader has a swivel both ends, preventing the safety clip from coming off 

the leader if the main line breaks and leaving the weight attached to the fish if the safety clip 

does not operate correctly. Again, to make this rig safe, tie the mainline direct to the leader with 

a small knot and check the safety rig will easily slide over. 

 

Lost & Found 
Member A Newsome reports that he has found some carp tackle left by an angler at Coppice 

Lake on the 15
th

 December. 

 

If you think it’s your tackle please contact John Williams at BAA HQ (01562-882116), he 

will provide you with a contact telephone number for A Newsome. 

 

 


