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Nordley winter shoots
cancelled
See page 2

New BAA website to
go live soon
Updates will be published on Facebook, the existing website and BAA News.

Happy New Year and
tight lines for 2015
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Bailiffing
'Watch out there's a bailiff about!'
During 2014, Association bailiffs have so far reported nearly 2400 visits to individual
venues, checking over 4000 anglers. Of that number, 254 were removed from our
waters for not having a membership or day ticket. This means that around 6.5% of
anglers checked fished without membership compared with over 7% during the previous
year.
This is good news and we hope that the activities of our bailiffs is making a difference
and will continue to do so throughout 2015.
Please continue supporting all BAA bailiffs when you see them on the bank, they are
volunteers and are doing their bit to keep our waters safe places for us all to fish.
Happy New Year to you all.
Kevin Pearson
Superintendent Bailiff
Birmingham Anglers' Association

Executive update
Nordley shooting
The agreement with a shooting syndicate to use Nordley for shoots on alternate
Thursdays through the winter as reported in the October 2014 edition has been
cancelled due to shooting taking place outside the agreed dates and when members
were fishing the pools.

Bailiff recruits
6 new bailiffs have been recruited recently bringing bailiff strength up to 50+.

Uckinghall bank
A contractor has surveyed Uckinghall Pool to advise on repairing the erosion of the
windward bank. The contractor recommends the positioning of rocks in the pool along
this bank and topping off the rocks with soil to re-establish the bank.
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Fishing news
Cold day at Coppice

21lb 06oz common (Colin Weed)

18lb mirror (me)
Kev of Birmingham with a report from Coppice. Arrived at 7am on the 13 th December to
an ice covered lake. In the 29 hours me and Mr Weed were there we had 2 carp out, but
they were nice looking and a nice weight too.
Thank for a great year and wishing you all at the BAA a great Christmas and fantastic
New Year.
Thanks Kev of Birmingham :)

Page 3 of 17

BAA News January 2015

Fishing news record
for last 6 months
fish/catcher

lb

oz

location

method

date
caught

Barbel

BAA
News
edition

River Avon
Steve Evans

13

0

Marlcliff

9

5

Barton

Dave Hutton

12

2

Ladyham

Gaynor Wade

9

0

Pete Jones

9

0

Arley Harbour
Inn
Ripple

Neil Perkins

8

14

Hampton Loade

Jim Clarke

Luncheon meat

09/08/2014

Sept 2014
Sept 2014

River Severn
Hair rigged Spam

27/09/2014

Nov 2014
Oct 2014

27/09/2014
Pellet

Nov 2014
Sept 2014

Bream
River Severn
Mark Webb

8

8

Lower Severn

Worm/caster hook bait

Sept 2014

Pete Jones

7

10

Birds Meadow

Corn

Oct 2014

Colin Townsend

6

0

Birds Meadow

Oct 2014
Pools

Graham Beck

4

8

Coppice

October

Dec 2014

03/08/2014

Sept 2014

26/07/2014

Aug 2014

13/12/2014

Jan 2015

27/09/2014

Nov 2014

Common Carp
River Avon
John Care

10

2

Wasperton

Dan Hancox

22

3

Coppice

Colin Weed

21

6

Coppice

Double elips pellet
Pools

Lake ice covered

Mirror Carp
River Severn
Pete Jones

16

12

Ripple

Double red maggot
Pools

Kevin Smith

18

Paul Badger

16

Kevin Smith

15

Kevin Smith
Kevin Smith

0

Coppice

Lake ice covered

13/12/2014

Jan 2015

4

Coppice

Homemade boilie

26/07/2014

Sept 2014

13

Coppice

15/07/2014

Aug 2014

15

9

Coppice

15/07/2014

Aug 2014

15

1

Coppice

15/07/2014

Aug 2014
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Chub
River Severn
Peter Wade

5

10

Arley LB

John Morgan

4

13

Holt Fleet

Oct 2014
Worm

30/06/2014

Aug 2014

21/08/2014

Sept 2014

November

Dec 2014

24/08/2014

Sept 2014

River Teme
Brenda Williams

4

7

Lindridge

Trotted maggot

Perch
Pools
Graham Beck

2

10

Coppice

Pike
River Avon
Jamie Gormley

15

0

ledgered sardine

Spud

12

0

Float fished deadbait

Nov 2014

Harry Treadwell

9

0

Pershore

Float fished single maggot

Oct 2014

Neil Perkins

2

4

Hampton Loade

Sept 2014

Neil Perkins

2

1

Hampton Loade

Sept 2014

Neil Perkins

2

0

Hampton Loade

Sept 2014

Roach
River Severn

Tench
River Avon
John Care

5

0

Gordon Beardsmore

4

11

Darren Imms

3

8

Wasperton

Double elips pellet

Pensham

03/08/2014

Sept 2014

31/08/2014

Oct 2014

Bidford RB

Sept 2014
Pools

Graham Beck

3

0

Coppice

October
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Archive extracts
Below are extracts from the January 1958 and 60 editions of the Midland Angler, the
forerunner to the BAA News.
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Fisheries report
Work party activities
During December until finishing just before Christmas we continued the work started in
November at Nordley on Pool 6, cutting back all the trees and vegetation on the bank
alongside the field to improve the amount of light reaching the water, reducing the
summer algae and hopefully improve the fishing.
We discovered a leak in the bank we were working on letting water out of the pool into
the gully that runs alongside. The level in the pool is currently being maintained by a
good flow from Pool 5, but we are making arrangements for a fix.
We will be back this month to complete the job.

The leak

Progress so far

Fladbury BAA sign

On the road bend between Fladbury and Jubilee Bridge someone has ripped down the
access sign to our downstream meadow, pulled out the stakes and thrown it in the ditch,
they have also removed a sign from a tree. The tree sign has been replaced but we will
wait to see if it is repeated before putting the meadow access sign back up.
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New Arley footbridge
A new footbridge has been installed on Arley left bank across the gully between
meadows 2 & 3, opposite Kinlet near where the large tree is in the river. The bridge has
hand rails on both sides, a swing gate with a steep step onto it on the Arley side. Thanks
to Glyn Price-Hunt for reporting this to us.

Readers’ letters
If you have any items, thoughts, issues you want to air in the BAA news, please email it
to baajnw@btinternet.com titled for attn of BAA News Editor.
When sending in a comment can you please let us know if you don’t want your name
included?
The Editor will act as moderator for items to be included.
---------------------------------------

Dear BAA,
Warning to all members who fish canal and river sections.
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Canals and Rivers Trust – Friend or Foe?
I’ve lived alongside the Birmingham Fazeley canal for 30 years and have fished the BAA
section for the last 3 or 4 years. I’m writing because of the actions taken by the Canals
and Rivers Trust over the last few weeks.
Their chain-saw crews have decimated the far bank on the BAA sections, removing every
single tree on all stretches. All that remains are stumps and a few bushes here and
there.
I fully understand that it’s a working waterway and that trees causing an obstruction
need to be removed, but what they’ve done has been to completely remove far bank
cover. This will have a long-term detrimental effect on fish, bird and wildlife populations.
We could well see a drop in fish numbers in the future.
The riparian zone is vital for a freshwater habitat. Fish use the branches that extend into
the water to spawn on and for cover from predators. But the importance of overhanging
branches goes much further than this. Leaf litter that falls into the water is essential as it
forms the foundation of the food chain. This is especially true of a freshwater habitat like
a canal, which doesn’t have nutrients washed-in as a river does.
It’s not just fish that have been affected by the over-zealous chain-saw gangs. Moor hen
and coot nesting sites have been destroyed along with kingfisher perches.
I noticed that where the canal runs near the RSPB reserve, they’ve left all the trees
intact. Interesting that the trees weren’t touched there – does that mean that they
understand the importance of riparian vegetation and didn’t want to tangle with the
RSPB?!
As I understand it, the Riparian Law basically states that the owners of navigable waters
can do what they like. But come on! The Canals and Rivers Trust are supposed to be a
conservation body. How can they justify total clearance of so much bank-side
vegetation, destroying fish spawning sites, bird nesting sites and disrupting the ecology
of the whole (BAA) canal?
Roger OMalley

Match Reports
If you want to report the results of a contest you have organised on BAA
waters, please email details.
Blue Ball AC

1

Sunday 16th November
lbs

ozs

drms

B Wellings

2

3

0

2nd

S Whittall

1

5

8

3

P Mason

1

3

0

st

rd
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Booked for Swifts Water,
River Avon, changed to
Shernal Green,
Birmingham Worcester
Canal
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Landmark case puts Water Industry in the
Dock over public accountability
21.11.14

Fish Legal will confront 3 Water and Sewerage companies at the Royal Courts
of Justice, London, for a 4 day trial from 24 - 27 November 2014 that will have
industry-wide implications, to argue that the public should have a right under
‘freedom of information law’ to know about the companies’ activities that affect
the environment in England and Wales.
The November hearing could be pivotal in changing the way the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004 are applied to these, and other, now privatised utilities, to
make them as transparent about their activities as organisations in the public sector
(which they were formerly part of). Fish Legal wants to access environmental
information on behalf of its angling membership, because the water industry does untold
damage to fisheries and the water environment, which is not fully disclosed to those
affected, or to the Environment Agency.
This is a battle Fish Legal has fought since 2009, when it asked various water companies
to come clean about the sewage they were dumping into rivers and coastal waters
through a network of combined sewer overflows, but the companies refused to accept
the public’s right to know. Fish Legal’s lawyers, representing member clubs, riparian and
fishery owners, have often been refused access to water company environmental
information (e.g. related to pollution incidents) under the 2004 Regulations. The
Regulations would apply a strong duty to disclose requested information that they hold
and within a fixed time-period, but the water companies currently reject this in favour of
providing what they want to give on a voluntary basis, and within their own time frame.
Fish Legal believes this undermines transparency and public accountability for
widespread poor environmental performance.
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In 2013 Fish Legal took its case to the Grand Chamber of the Court of Justice of the
European Union (CJEU) in Luxembourg, to define key points of EU law underpinning the
operation of the 2004 Regulations. The UK government intervened and took a stand
supporting the companies’ ‘right to secrecy’. However, the CJEU’s Judgement now
provides a legal test that can be applied to the water companies to decide if they are
subject to a disclosure duty to the public. Argument over this will be heard by the Upper
Tribunal at the Royal Courts of Justice in November.
However, the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has
intervened once again and issued its own judicial review challenge against the
jurisdiction of the Upper Tribunal to hear the case. A move Fish Legal sees as an obvious
attempt to derail its appeal. This means that Fish Legal must now fight two sets of
proceedings to succeed.
William Rundle, Head Solicitor at Fish Legal conducting this case, said:
"This is a major case for Fish Legal members which has taken many years to come to
fruition, but if we succeed it would be a “game-changer” in our relations with the Water
and Sewerage Industry. It would make our attempts to conserve the environment and
uphold the rights of anglers much easier, because these utilities would be legally
required to reveal all when asked about pollution they may have caused, rather than be
able to maintain secrecy if it suited them. Success would also give the wider public a
‘right to know’ by being able to get environmental information from these companies on
the matters that concerned them, and could enforce that right if necessary.”
He further said:
“I firmly believe that greater transparency within this multi-billion pound Industry is
desperately needed, as it will be a driving force for greater accountability to the public,
and thereby better environmental performance – which is in all our interests.”
Mark Lloyd, Chief Executive of the Angling Trust & Fish Legal said:
“This very lengthy, expensive, but vitally important legal battle has been funded entirely
by the subscriptions and donations of tens of thousands of anglers, angling clubs and
fisheries who are members of the Angling Trust & Fish Legal. Our members make this
pioneering legal work possible and we are very grateful to them for their generous
support to enable Fish Legal to take on the twin behemoths of the water industry and
the government.”
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