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New water available from start of the season! – see
Fisheries report page 4
A letter from New Zealand – see page 11

Fishing news
Coppice carp record smashed!

Steve Middleton, was fishing Coppice Lake, Dormston on Sunday 29th May from late
afternoon onwards. After fishing the lake for years, experimenting with different tactics (for
example changing braid lengths, hook sizes and using different baits), has finally broken not
only his record but the lake's record of 31lb big scale carp. This was caught around 6:30pm
and was witnessed by several anglers fishing on the lake, one who was night fishing. The fish
was weighed using 3 different sets of scales and all recorded the same weight.
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Bailiff’s success at Nordley

Hi, I’m Karl Gerroni, one of your bailiffs and would like to share this photo of a 24 lb 7 oz
carp caught by me at Nordley Pool no 4 on the 05/05/2011.
Many thanks K Gerroni.

Bailiff’s success at Coppice

Hi,
Just thought I’d send in a photo of my new PB and first 20 pounder, caught after a very wet
bank holiday Monday on Coppice Lake. It’s only the 3rd time I've fished there and caught
this beautiful looking common weighing in at 26 lb 4oz. It was caught in mid-water on a
single boilie hook bait. It made fishing in the rain all day very worthwhile!
Phil Wood(bailiff)
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Future record breaker!

Hello my name is Daniel Ambrose and this is my carp 20lb. I was wondering if you could put it on the
Birmingham Angling Association website, I caught this 20lb common carp at Coppice Lake?
Thanks

Email us details and pictures of your memorable fishing trips for inclusion in Fishing
News.
Please let us know if you don’t want your name included in the article.
DON’T FORGET TO TAKE YOUR CAMERA AND MEMBERSHIP CARD

Bailiffing
Thanks to all our bailiffs for the work they have carried out during the close season.
The new season is on us now and all our waters need to be regularly checked. Dave Webb
(Superintendent Bailiff) is looking forward to receiving the bailiff’s reports.
Remember no card, no fishing!
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Fisheries report
New water
The BAA has just purchased a stretch of the lower River Teme at Bransford. The new water
will be available to fish from the start of the new season on 16th June.
Directions are;
Leave the M5 at Junction 7 (Worcester South) and follow the A44 west towards Worcester.
At the first roundabout take the first exit onto the A4440 (Worcester bypass). Follow the
A4440 crossing 4 roundabouts until it rejoins the A44. At this roundabout take the first exit
onto the A4103 and follow the road for about 1 mile; parking is on the left hand side in a
large lay-by just before the road crosses the Teme.
A rough map is shown below, an improved version and directions will be added to the
‘Where to fish’ page on the BAA web site as soon it’s available.

Lickhill Fishery relinquished
From the start of the new season on 16th June, Lickhill Fishery will no longer be a BAA
water. The Association has decided to give up this water due to its low usage and the nearby
new water at Blackstone which we own and provides car parking alongside the pegs.
Please note that the Ribbesford Fishery on the opposite bank of the Severn remains a BAA
water.
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Low water levels
The media has recently contained many articles on the record low Spring rainfall totals in the
Midlands. The Environment Agency had to rescue fish from the upper section of the River
Teme in May, and on 2nd June updated its Drought advice for fisheries.
The Teme, Severn and Avon are showing unusually low levels for this time of year, but of
greater concern are our pools and lakes. The level in Coppice Lake is already lower than
normal and a recent measurement showed that it is 10 inches lower than the lowest level
measured in 2010.
It is inevitable that, given low water levels and high temperatures, oxygen levels will decline
and that fish may become distressed, requiring urgent remedial action. Typical signs are as
follows:
gulping for air
swimming very slowly in large groups
staying in one place near the surface
floating on the surface.
If you suspect that there are numbers of fish in distress (not individuals), please contact the
BAA office immediately so that an appropriate response can be made. The telephone number
is on your membership card. If it is out of office hours, you will be given a recorded message
with an emergency number.
The Environment Agency has a 24 hour Incident Hotline (Freephone 0800 80 70 60) but in
the first instance, please contact the BAA for all our waters.

Other Fisheries news
We are monitoring the health of the new trees planed in the field at Blackstone as about 40%
are showing no sign of growth.
Additional goal posts with 7 foot height clearance have been installed on the car park access
at Cotheridge. This is to restrict the size of vehicles that can enter the car park in an attempt
to minimise fly dumping.
The annual cut back of vegetation at our fisheries continues, it has been carried out during
late May and early June at the following locations;
River Avon
Barton and Bidford Right Bank
Bidford Left Bank and Marcliff
Chadbury Meadows
Evesham Swifts and Parks Farm
Fladbury
Pensham
Pershore Left and Right Banks
Wood Norton (20 pegs near to car park)
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River Severn
Blackstone
Danery
Erdington Brook
Hampton Loade Left Bank No 3
Ribbesford
River Anker
Bolehill
This ‘Battle of the balsam’ work will continue on our river fisheries until August.

Your Association needs you as well!

The Fisheries Working Party urgently needs more volunteers to boost its numbers. Currently
there are just nine members who turn out regularly to ensure that anglers have safe and easy
access to all the Association’s waters.
The BAA has over five thousand match pegs to maintain as well as tracks, footpaths and car
parks to keep clear. It is a monumental task to undertake and, given the present size of the
working party, it is a real struggle to have the most popular venues ready for the start of the
new season despite working two or three days every week.
The work of the team includes step and platform maintenance, strimming and tree pruning.
If you can spare one or two days a week (Monday, Wednesday and occasionally Fridays),
like to keep fit, and would enjoy working with a great team, then please contact John
Williams, BAA Secretary, on 01562 882116 (Mon.- Fri. 9.30 – 2.00).
Please note that all the necessary equipment and safety wear is provided, and the BAA
provides insurance for work party members.
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Readers’ letters
If you have any items, thoughts, issues you want to air in the BAA news, please email it to
baajnw@btinternet.com titled for attn of BAA News Editor.
When sending in a comment can you please let us know if you don’t want your name
included?
The Editor will act as moderator for items to be included.
--------------------------------------John,
Well done on the Newsletter. An excellent idea but quite a task to find material
on a monthly basis. BAA has lots of waters and it would be good for a monthly
feature to be done on a particular water or stretch of river or canal. I don't
want anybody’s favourite spots to be disclosed, perhaps comment on fish species
present, access info, etc. Such a feature would encourage members to try
waters they have not fished before. BAA has a lot of water let's see it all used.
Keep up the good work.
David Riley
Cheltenham
Ed: Thanks for your letter and suggestion. So far finding material has not been an issue, due
in part to our reader’s letters and fishing news. In the May issue we included a section
‘Fishing tips’ where readers can send in their features on particular waters with tips on how to
fish them etc. So far content of this has been supplied by the editorial team; we will be really
pleased for members to send in their Fishing tips articles on their favourite waters without
giving too many of their secrets away.
--------------------------------------HI,
After joining the BAA in 2008 as a junior I caught the fishing bug. I've had
some cracking days on the clubs waters but I haven't had a good days tench
fishing in ages and I fancy going in the summer to Walcot Lakes. But there
never seems to be any reports on the venue. So what's the situation with
Walcot, is the fishery in good condition? How's the fishing? I can recall news
about it having a weed problem but will this issue be solved, if not why?
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Many Thanks,
Adam
Ed: Thanks for your letter and am pleased to hear that you are having good fishing on our
fisheries. Walcot East Lake does have a problem with heavy weed growth due to it being
shallow. Currently the Fisheries team is focussed on preparing our river fisheries for the new
season and have no current plans to carry out any weed clearance at Walcot. The advice from
the Fisheries team is prior to starting fishing rake your chosen swim, this will create a clear
patch to fish in and attract fish due to the disturbance of the lake bed. For further advice see
Fishing tips which covers Walcot East Lake this month.

Match Reports
If you want to report the results of a contest you have organised on BAA waters, please
email details.
--------------------------------Blue Ball A.C.
Sunday 8th May
Shernal Green, Birmingham Worcester Canal, Bridges 30 – 31.
It was a windy day, with some rain and many canal boats. Even so winner Steve Morris
managed 2lb 7oz 8 grams of bream, perch, roach, gudgeon and a golden rudd from peg 8.
Second was Edwin Southall with 1lb 12oz from peg 11 and third was Brian Marsh with 1lb
6oz 8grams who lost a 2lb bream at the net.

Executive update
The purchase of a meadow alongside an existing Avon fishery (as reported in the April
edition) is continuing. We will provide a full report when the purchase process is completed
Due to insufficient access to qualified coaches, it has been decided to postpone the 2011
Junior Competition at Coppice Lake.
If there are any qualified coaches in the Association who would be willing and available
to help with the Juniors event, please contact John Williams at BAA HQ.
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Fishing tips - Please send in any tips/guides on successful ways to fish our waters.
We will publish them here and also build up a library to supplement the Where to Fish Guide.

Focus on Walcot East Lake
The lake is renowned for its tench and bream fishing, and a few large carp are also present.
Contrary to what is written in the BAA guide, there are no platforms, but with its low banks,
finding a peg presents no problems.

The lake is shallow with an average depth of 4 feet and this therefore means that the weed
growth is prolific. Anglers wishing to fish this venue should be prepared to drag a swim
before attempting to fish, unless of course this has been done previously by another angler.
The water is very clear and the disturbance created by clearing of weed should attract fish
into the swim and it is not necessary to fish at any great distance from the bank.
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Please take care when clearing weed. It is quite possible that small fish can be caught in the
weed. It is also best to work outwards from the bank because the weed growth is very dense.
The BAA has decided not to clear the weed from Walcot because it would not be practical.
Herbicides are not permitted and manual clearing would result in, at best, a few weeks of
clear water before the weed returned.

Directions : at Ludlow, take A49 towards Shrewsbury, turn left on to the B4368 at Craven
Arms towards Little Brampton and Clun. At Little Brampton, turn right on to the B4385 to
Lydbury North. In Lydbury North, turn left at the side of the Powis Arms into the Walcot
Estate. Walcot East Lake is a few hundred metres along the estate road.
OS Grid Ref : SO 347 853
Lat/Long (for SatNavs) 52°27′43.84″N / 002°57′42.48″W
NB. The Powis Arms sells good food and real ale and also does B&B (Powisarms.co.uk).
Night Fishing is not allowed. Please take your litter home.
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Letter from New Zealand
Our HQ at Hagley recently received an airmail letter from Graham Rowles in New Zealand.
The letter contained details of an interesting life history closely involved with angling and an
unexpected request. The contents of the letter are summarised below.

When Graham was a young child he was sent to Bewdley during the 2nd World
War to live with his uncles who owned and operated a store in the town. Very
soon after arriving he was introduced to fishing by several of the older locals at
the tender age of only eight and this defined the rest of his life. His best
lifetime memories revolve around fishing. He lived for fishing then and still does
now nearly seventy years later but nothing gave him more pleasure than those
early days fishing for chub (barbel had not been introduced then) down by Black
Rock using an Alcock Stanley threadline reel, cotton line and a split cane rod!
After National Service and graduating from university he decided to try to earn
a living from sport fishing management. He started ‘coarse’ fish farming and
charter sea fishing, plus a fresh water fishery consultancy business. He was
asked to manage a popular course fishery near London and then added several
other fisheries in the Home Counties when he realised the popularity of
managed day ticket waters. He continued with this for several years and only
gave it up when he won an International Game Fishing Competition in Australia
and was offered citizenship there. Up to then he had always intended to retire
to Bewdley as he never forgot those early days, even though he had a hectic life
and visited many countries.
He eventually retired to New Zealand. Some time ago he arranged with some
lifetime friends for his ashes to be mixed with groundbait and thrown into the
river Severn at Bewdley. Unfortunately the last of these friends has just died
so he wrote to the BAA to enquire whether we could undertake this chore for
him unceremoniously. He is also planning to leave a trust fund for an annual
junior’s fishing competition at Bewdley to be organised and administered by the
Association.

The Association will of course carry out Graham’s request.
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