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Bailiffing 

Watch out, there’s a bailiff about 
Association bailiffs have been out at hotspots on the River Severn and River Avon this 

month to check for illegal angling during one of our busiest months of the year. Whilst a 

number of non-members have been removed from our water, this is still a relatively low 

percentage and most of the anglers checked have been genuine members enjoying the 

fine weather and mostly good fishing. 

If you have any doubts about other anglers along the stretch you are fishing, don't 

forget that as a member, you have the authority to ask to see their membership. After 

all, you've paid for yours so why should they fish it for free? If you could do this, it would 

be a great help towards keeping our waters free for our members to enjoy and to stamp 

out illegal angling, but we would advise you to speak to another fellow member first, so 

they can accompany you for your own safety. 

If you do have to take any action or have any information about illegal activity, please 

report it to the BAA office or update the Facebook page. 

Thank you 

Kevin Pearson 

Superintendent Bailiff 

Birmingham Anglers' Association 

 

 

 Executive update  

Carp in keepnets 
The BAA Executive Committee have agreed a new clause in the Association Bye-laws 

which will outlaw the keeping of carp in keepnets - except during official contests. The 

new bye-law comes into immediate effect and states:  

No carp shall be retained in any keepnet, carp sack, or any other vessel, at any 

Association pool or lake, with the exception of fish caught whilst participating in a bona 

fide contest sanctioned by the Association. 

This means that keepnets can now be used at Coppice Lake but not for retaining carp 

except during a bona fide match. This aligns the regulation regarding keepnets for all our 

pools and lakes. The existing notices at Coppice have been updated. 

Anglers using keepnets at any of our pools or lakes may be requested by bailiffs to show 

the fish in the keepnet. 
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    Fishing news  
 

Next generation 

 

Hi, 

Good to see young barbel, this little chap was caught at Fladbury today. 

Colin Townsend 

Early season stick float sessions 

      

Perch, dace, chub & roach caught from Knowle Sands. Fish responding well to hemp and 

maggots fished on the stick float lots of bites and good sport on a low clear river. Dace, 

chub & roach caught from Quatford. 

Craig Cope 
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Holt Fleet chub 

 

 

Hi. 

 

Popped up to Holt Fleet Weir Monday evening 30th June and amongst a nice mixed bag 

of chub, roach and dace I caught this PB chub of 4lb 13oz.  It was caught on a swim 

feeder with worm as a hook bait. 

Thanks 

 

John Morgan 
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Unknown angler 

  

  

Dear BAA 

I took these pictures of a gentleman at Coppice Lake 2 years ago. It was the biggest fish 

in the lake at the time known as ‘Big Scale’, which was around the 30lb mark. 

The chap in the photo had no camera so I took a few snaps but have carried these 

photo’s ever since in my tackle box on the hope I would bump into him, but 2 years and 

still no joy! 

I was wondering whether you could help by maybe putting the photo on your website 

newsfeed in the hope somebody will recognise him as when I took these photo’s the 

angler was overwhelmed with his capture. 

Many thanks for your help. Keep up the good work. 

Kind Regards 

Stuart Robertson 

Ed; if you are the angler please email us at BAA HQ and we will send you the pictures 

and Stuart’s letter. 

Stuart, apologies for the delay in including this item, no excuse just forgot! 
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Kev’s reports 

 

Report from Coppice on Wednesday 2nd July, catch was 110lb 3oz commons all coming 

off the top. 

lb oz  lb oz 

15 14  12 4 

8 2  12 6 

10 7  6 1 

14 5  9 13 

12 11  7 14 

 

 

Report from Coppice on 15th July, the weather was hot and the fishing was great. 

Had 24 carp of which 3 mirrors and 21 commons to a total weight of 312lb. 

 

Commons        Mirrors 

lb oz  lb oz  lb oz  lb oz 

10 9  7 5  14 0  15 13 

9 3  11 15  17 3  15 1 

9 12  7 15  15 2  15 9 

11 11 x 2  10 5  8 13 

09 13  9 7  10 1 

13 9  14 3  13 8 

9 8 

 

Thanks for the new rope :) 

 

Kev 
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From Facebook 

 

Dan Hancox with a 22.3lb common from Coppice Lake this morning Saturday 26th July. 

Post on BAA Facebook page by Scott Lote. 
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Fishing news record 
for last 6 months 

fish/catcher lb oz location method date 
caught 

BAA 
News 

edition 

Barbel 
River Severn 

Shaun Barrett 11 0 Arley LB Meat 22/06/2014 July 2014 

Matt Maybury 10 4 Blackstone Maggot 07/03/2014 Apr 2014 

Chris Manns 9 3 Knowle Sands Double super-glued 12mm 
ellipse pellets 

  Apr 2014 

John Snape 8 12 Arley Double 8mm pellet 21/06/2014 July 2014 

Pools 

Kevin Smith 6 12 Coppice   19/06/2104 July 2014 

Roger O’Malley 5   Coppice Spiced luncheon meat May 2014 June 2014 

Graham Beck 5   Coppice   mid-March July 2014 

Graham Beck 4   Coppice   mid-March July 2014 

              

Bream 
Pools 

Kevin Smith & Son 4 1 Coppice   04/04/2014 May 2014 

              

Common Carp 
Pools 

Dan Hancox 22 3 Coppice  26/07/2014 Aug 2014 

Graham Beck 21 8 Coppice Bread flake mid-March July 2014 

John Wylde 19 4 Coppice Coconut banana pop-up 
boillie 

01/03/2014 Apr 2014 

Steve Middleton 19 0 Coppice Corn   Apr 2014 

Roger O'Malley 16 0 Coppice Halibut pellet/corn   June 2014 

              

Mirror Carp 
Pools 

Kevin Smith 15 13 Coppice   15/07/2014 Aug 2014 

Kevin Smith 15 9 Coppice   15/07/2014 Aug 2014 

Kevin Smith 15 1 Coppice   15/07/2014 Aug 2014 

Kevin Smith 14 13 Nordley 2   31/05/2014 July 2014 

              

Chub 
River Severn 

Chris Manns 5 1 Knowle Sands Bread flake   Apr 2014 

Chris Manns 4 14 Knowle Sands Bread flake   Apr 2014 

John Morgan 4 13 Holt Fleet Worm 30/06/2014 Aug 2014 
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 Archive extracts  
Below are extracts from the August 1956 and 57 editions of the Midland Angler, the 

forerunner to the BAA News. 
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 Fisheries report  
The Fisheries Work party has carried out work at the following fisheries during July; 

 

 

  

River Avon Work done July date

Swifts Strimmed 2

Wood Norton Strimmed 2

Marlcliffe A & B Strimmed 3

Charlton 4, 5 & 6 Strimmed 3

Bidford RB Strimmed 9

Bidford LB Strimmed 9

Nafford Strimmed 16

Eckington Strimmed around pegs, farmer has not cut 

field alongside river.

21

Woodend Strimmed 23

Mythe Farm Strimmed 29

River Severn

Knowle Sands 1 & 2 Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs, cut 

back trees, strimmed path through wood (2).

2

Hallow 4 & 5 Strimmed car park track, car park and pegs 

dug out steps and pegs and cut back trees.

7

Quatford Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs and 

trimmed trees.

9

Hallow 1, 2 & 3 Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs and 

trimmed trees.

14

Eardington Brook Section Strimmed path from car park to river, along 

length of upstream bank and downstream 

through wood to field. Strimmed and dug out 

pegs and trimmed trees.

16

Knowle Sands 3 & 4 Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs, cut 

back trees.

21

Stanley Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs, cut 

back trees.

23

River Teme

Broadwas Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs, cut 

back trees.

28

Eastham Bridge Strimmed pegs, dug out steps and pegs, cut 

back trees.

30

Pools

Uckinghall Strimmed and cut back trees. 23
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Pictures from the travels of the 
Fisheries team 

  

Eardington Brook Section looking upstream     Knowle Sands 3 & 4, river up after recent  

over the rosebay willowherb from where          thunder storms. 

Hay Brook joins the River Severn. 

 

 

Knowle Sands 2, in the wood looking  Hallow 4 & 5 platform and steps dug 

downstream over a low summer river  out. 
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Quatford, there’s a peg in here somewhere! 

 

  

Quatford, cut through to peg.      Hallow 1, mind your head! 
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Readers’ letters  
If you have any items, thoughts, issues you want to air in the BAA news, please email it 

to baajnw@btinternet.com titled for attn of BAA News Editor. 

When sending in a comment can you please let us know if you don’t want your name 

included? 

The Editor will act as moderator for items to be included. 

--------------------------------------- 

I visited Broadwas last week as I was in the area on holiday. The river level was very 

low. 

I walked most of the section. It looked like a couple of pegs were fishable but generally 

the banks were very overgrown and it would be difficult to get down to the river in most 

places. 

You may wish to consider a work party to open up access. 

Sorry I can't volunteer to help...I live in Brighton. 

It's the first time I've visited the river since 1987. It has changed beyond all recognition 

since then.  

Jeffrey Middleton 

Ed: Thanks for your email. So far this spring/summer we have been busy cutting back 

vegetation on our River Severn and Avon fisheries, the last Severn fisheries are due to 

be done next week (21st & 23rd July), then we start on the Teme. 

Doing Broadwas and our other Teme fisheries is always a pleasure as they are such 

attractive locations. In previous years when working on the Teme we have occasionally 

been asked by anglers to leave it as it is as they like the River in its natural state! 

The picture below was taken at Broadwas a couple of years ago with a number of fallen 

trees after the winter floods, always a problem on the Teme. 

 

--------------------------------------- 

mailto:baajnw@btinternet.com
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Last week I informed you that we had seen at Ripple the infamous seal, which now 

appears to reside in the Severn. 

This week we have done it again! 

We went over to Grimley on Saturday and for the first time in my life saw an otter in the 

wild. 

It was easy to see as it just swam by along the far bank until a boat came downstream. 

I am getting quite a collection of unusual animals as last year I reported a Harris Hawk 

landing behind me on the river bank, at Stourport-on-Severn. 

Albert Baker  

Ed; You lucky person, I’m always on the look-out for otters but have not seen one yet. 

--------------------------------------- 

Pleased to hear of the ban on keep nets for carp agreed by the committee - perhaps the 

same ban could have been extended to barbel, as these are clearly fish that do not 

benefit from being kept in nets, particularly in the summer. 

I've particularly enjoyed some good fishing at Mythe Pool recently, with some clonking 

bream and tench - all in the margins. The bailiff there appears particularly efficient and 

helpful. 

Neil Jones 

Ed; when we discussed the bye-law change at the last Executive meeting, the question 

of retaining barbel in keepnets was raised, but it was thought that the main damage 

from keepnets was to large carp not being able to turn and damaging pectoral fins. With 

most people having digital camaras or camaras in their phones perhaps anglers could 

photograph their catch and return it direct to the water with no need to retain in a 

keepnet except in matches, I’m sure many do, I never take a keepnet with me when 

fishing. 

--------------------------------------- 

Mythe pool, a day out to catch a tench turned up 31 bream from 4-6lb fishing Pole/corn 

for about 130lb. 

Yogi 

--------------------------------------- 
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Ed; the letters below (pages 16-17) are an extract from a discussion on the BAA 

Facebook page initiated by the message from ‘Fishy Business’ directly below. Any 

thoughts from our readers on the questions raised? 

 

Any plans to sort out the once beautiful Walcot? It's been very sad to see the demise of 

this once fine fishery and the BAA's lack of care for it. Indeed, with the exception of the 

carp focused Coppice, the club's pools are a shadow. With a bit of effort they could be 

transformed into specimen waters for tench, bream and pike and give something 

different to the non-carp obsessed anglers. The Midlands lack quality stillwaters, tench 

and pike fishing so I believe there would be great interest. 

Fishy Business 

 

Yes would be nice to see some local stocked pools of pike. 

James Gormley 

 

Fishy - I raised your suggestion re' Walcott at the recent Executive meeting. Removing 

or reducing the weed at Walcott is a very big job and would need to be done regularly, 

Walcott Estate has done weed cutting on the whole lake in the recent past. Walcott also 

suffers from a large cormorant population so the weeds do provide a degree of 

protection for the fish. Our suggestion for fishing Walcott is to use a rake on a rope and 

clear a small patch to fish in, the disturbance of the lake bed attracting fish such as 

tench. In recent months some members of the Exec’ have been suggesting stocking 

some of our pools with tench, crucians etc, that is ongoing. Putting Pike into some of our 

pools would be a much more contentious proposition and I believe would currently be 

resisted. 

BAA 

 

Thanks for the reply. As for Pike, they would only be resisted by those with antiquated 

views. It's well known that waters with a balanced predator/prey make up are the most 

successful at sustaining healthy fish stocks. As for Walcot, it needs managing using the 

significant funds the BAA make through membership shown in your latest set of 

accounts. It's no good have all that money sitting there if it's not reinvested sensibly to 

maintain your assets. Cormorants can be controlled under license now. Perhaps you 

could ascertain what the lake actually contains now after years of pretty much being left 

to rack & ruin. It just needs some tlc like all the club's stillwaters, which fishing wise are 

quite poor. Both Walcot and Mythe are picturesque venues that with some attention and 

some restocking of tench, crucians, rudd, roach and pike could provide all year 

opportunities for anglers who do not want to sit under a bivvie for days on end waiting 

for an alarm to go off. The BAA offer excellent value but the 'match' orientated mindset 

needs to change since this part of angling is declining along with the affiliated clubs. 

Anyway, hope you don't mind me raising these issues. Cheers. 

Fishy Business 
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Fishy, Can I suggest that you put together your suggestions in an email and send it to 

the BAA at baajnw@btinternet.com and mark it for inclusion as a Readers Letter in the 

BAA News. This gets a wider readership than Facebook within the BAA Management and 

Executive and may provide useful ideas as the future direction of the Association is 

considered, it should also generate wider discussion/reaction amongst our members. I 

would suggest that when you state items such as 'it is well known that waters with a 

balanced predator/pike make up are the most successful at sustaining healthy fish 

stocks' you provide references/hyperlinks etc. to articles backing this up. Thanks for your 

input and discussion. 

BAA 

 

Just for starters in case anyone wants a read. http://www.pffa.co.uk/pike-

information/the-case-for-pike/ http://www.pacgb.co.uk/pikeinyourwaters.pdf Also, bear 

in mind some of the country's best fisheries such as Linear or those on the Cotswold 

Water Park are fine examples of fisheries with a balanced mix of species that people 

flock to from far and wide to catch all sorts and pay good money to do so. Pike are seen 

as an asset, especially since they are targeted through the autumn/winter when most 

fisheries are quieter. 

http://www.pffa.co.uk/pike-information/the-case-for-pike/ 

Fishy Business 

 

I just wanted to say that I have spent a few sessions at Uckinghall Pool in the last couple 

of weeks and found the fishing absolutely outstanding, with both quality bream and 

tench to be had. Sometimes leaving a lake to naturalise is the best thing that can 

happen to it. I'm about to switch to the rivers but I'll definitely be back there for my 

early season tenching next year (proof of pudding photo attached). 

 

Alan Sheldon 

Via Facebook 

 

  

http://www.pffa.co.uk/pike-information/the-case-for-pike/
http://www.pffa.co.uk/pike-information/the-case-for-pike/
http://www.pacgb.co.uk/pikeinyourwaters.pdf
http://www.pffa.co.uk/pike-information/the-case-for-pike/
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Match Reports 
If you want to report the results of a contest you have organised on BAA 

waters, please email details. 

                      

Halesowen RBL Saturday 21st June River Avon at Fladbury below the 

bridge, the river was up 9ins to 1ft. 

                      

      lbs ozs drms           
1st  Ken Whitmore 15 5 0 Peg 2, roach, chub to 2lb and skimmers 

on stick float and caster  

2nd  Paul Skidmore 10 8 0 Peg 16, skimmers and small chub on 

maggot feeder 

3rd Steve Horton 8 14 0 Peg 3, barbel to 6lb plus small chub on 

maggot feeder  

4th  Lawrie Mulheron 5 2 0 Peg 15, small chub, skimmers and 

hybrids to maggot feeder  

                    

Report from - Lawrie Mulheron             

                      

                      

Companions AC         

Summer Shield 

Sunday 13th July Bredon, River Avon 

                      

      lbs ozs             
1st  D Webb 30 0             

2nd  D Mills 5 14             

3rd A Attwodd 5 1             

4th  J Smith 2 3             

                    

Report from - Dave Gumbley             
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