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Coarse fish survey in 
the middle Severn - See 
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How is Nordley 

fishing? - See Fishing News pages 3-4 and Readers Letters 

pages 15-16 
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   New waters at 
Bewdley  

In the May edition of the BAA News we reported on the new Northwood Fishery. In 

addition to this new fishery, the following areas around Bewdley on the River Severn 

fisheries will also be available to BAA members; 

1. River Severn left bank, downstream of the Environment Agency River Measuring 

Station to Bewdley Rowing Club. Please note that there is a private fishery and private 

house gardens on this stretch of the river bank. The BAA areas will be clearly signed. 

2. On the River Severn right bank alongside the car park approached via Pritchard Court 

off the junction of Severn Side Street and Lax Lane about 400m downstream of Bewdley 

Bridge. The BAA area will be clearly signed. 

3. On the River Severn right bank, upstream of Bewdley Bridge about 300m alongside 

the open grassed area just passed the car park off Dog Lane. The BAA area will be 

clearly signed. 

The new fisheries are shown in green on the map on the next page. We will include a 

map showing the new fisheries in better detail when available. 
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    Fishing news  
 

Nordley carp 

   

 Mirror carp 9lb 12oz     Mirror carp 11lb 8oz 

   

 Common carp 12lb 4oz    Common carp 13lb 1oz 

   

 Mirror carp 9lb 14oz     Common carp 16lb 4oz 

Hi  



BAA News June 2013 

 

4 

 

Just thought I would share some photos from a couple of short sessions at Nordley No2 

Pool. 

The First four were from 20/05/13 an after work quick 2.5 hours and back home for 

8:00pm for tea, all off the top on Dog Biscuits. 

The second two were early on 27/05/13 Holiday Monday morning being cold over night 

and a cold NE wind blowing which didn't go to plan as I couldn't get them feeding 

confidently enough on the top. So I switched to a small PVA bag with filled with 

pellets and a hair rigged Cheesy Hemp and Garlic Pellet fished tight in the margins. 

Again back home for 9:30am for a bacon butty. 

Not a bad couple of sessions all in all. Cracking venue. 

Bring on the 16th and see if the Barbel are as accommodating but I may have to try and 

get a few more Carp first.   

Regards Andy Marsh 

 

 

Fishing news record 

for last 12 months 

fish/catcher lb oz location method date caught BAA News 

edition 

Barbel 

River Severn 

Malcolm Ford 12 3   Luncheon meat 28/07/2012 Aug 2012 

Brian Rossiter 11 12 Severn Stoke Cage feeder & banded pellet 19/10/2012 Nov 2012 

? Nichols 10 8 Severn Stoke   21/08/2012 Oct 2012 

Brian Rossiter 10   Severn Stoke Cage feeder & banded pellet 19/10/2012 Nov 2012 

Karen Summerfield 9 2 Ribbesford   ? Oct 2012 

Roy Price 9 1 Arley 2 x  8mm halibut pellets 

over bed of 3mm pellets 

13/07/2012 Aug 2012 

Bob Bennett 9 1 Erdington 2 x 12mm halibut pellets 13/07/2012 Aug 2012 
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Andy Lea 8 9 Danery 3 x 8mm halibut pellets over 

pellet and hemp mix 

28/06/2012 July 2012 

Chris Manns 6 12 Underdale Water at 5°C 03/03/2013 April 2013 

River Avon 

David Holland 10 12 Wasperton   14/07/2012 Aug 2012 

Rob Holland 10 8 Wasperton   14/07/2012 Aug 2012 

Mike Bothwell 10 2 Wasperton 1 inch cube of meat 03/01/2013 Feb 2013 

Brian Rossiter 10   Fladbury Banded pellet & feeder 07/01/2013 Feb 2013 

Brian Rossiter 7   Fladbury Banded pellet & feeder 07/01/2013 Feb 2013 

River Teme 

Steve Welland 10   Stanford Bridge   July 2012 Aug 2012 

              

Bream 

River Severn 

Ben Keen 6   Ladyham Maggot/groundbait feeder 16/06/2012 July 2012 

River Avon 

Graham Beck 6   Marlcliff Maggots/maggot feeder Aug 2012 Sep 2012 

Pools 

Colin Weed 4   Coppice   14/08/2012 Sep 2012 

Kevin Smith 3 13 Coppice   28/04/2013 May 2013 

              

Common Carp 

River Severn 

Andy Keen 9   Ladyham Stick float fished tight to 

bank, single white maggot, 

18 hook, 1.7lb hook length, 

3lb mainline 

17/09/2012 Oct 2012 
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River Salwarpe 

Martin Dugmore 6 2 Claines Ground bait feeder with 

maggots on 16 hook & 3lb 

hook length 

08/03/2013 April 2013 

Pools 

Graham Sheldon 22 1 Coppice   Oct 2012 Dec 2012 

Graham Sheldon 20 8 Coppice   Oct 2012 Dec 2012 

Sam Chapman 19 6 Mythe   26/07/2012 Aug 2012 

Kevin Smith 17   Coppice   14/08/2012 Sep 2012 

Andy Marsh 16 4 Nordley Pool 2 PVA bag filled with 

pellets and a hair rigged 

Cheesy Hemp and Garlic 

Pellet fished tight in 

the margins 

27/05/2013 June 2013 

Kev Abel 15   Coppice   18/08/2012 Sep 2012 

Kevin Smith 14 10 Coppice   02/11/2012 Dec 2012 

Kevin Smith 14 4 Coppice   02/11/2012 Dec 2012 

Kevin Smith 14 1 Coppice   Oct 2012 Nov 2012 

Kevin Smith 13 9 Coppice   Oct 2012 Nov 2012 

Andy Marsh 13 1 Nordley Pool 2   20/05/2013 June 2013 

Kevin Smith 12 13 Coppice   Oct 2012 Nov 2012 

Andy Marsh 12 4 Nordley Pool 2   20/05/2013 June 2013 

Colin Weed 9 12 Coppice   Oct 2012 Nov 2012 

              

Leather Carp 

Canals 

Jonathan Albutt 19   Birmingham 

Worcester 

Stalking tactics in the 

margins 

? Oct 2012 
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Mirror Carp 

Pools 

Scott Lote 20   Coppice   ? Oct 2012 

Andy Lea 17 13 Coppice Single dumbbell with no free 

offerings 

22/04/2013 May 2013 

Kevin Smith 15 13 Coppice   28/04/2013 May 2013 

Kevin Smith 15 7 Coppice   Oct 2012 Nov 2012 

Kevin Smith 13   Coppice   27/04/2013 May 2013 

Andy Marsh 11 8 Nordley Pool 2   20/05/2013 June 2013 

Colin Weed 11   Coppice   14/08/2012 Sep 2012 

Andy Marsh 9 14 Nordley Pool 2 PVA bag filled with 

pellets and a hair rigged 

Cheesy Hemp and Garlic 

Pellet fished tight in 

the margins 

27/05/2013 June 2013 

Andy Marsh 9 12 Nordley Pool 2   20/05/2013 June 2013 

              

Chub 

River Avon 

David Wood 6 7 Marlcliff   ? Sep 2012 

Paul Wood 6 5 Marlcliff   ? Sep 2012 

Matthew Smith 6 0 Pershore 2 x 12mm halibut pellet 04/07/2012 Aug 2012 

River Severn 

Chris Manns 4 0 Underdale Water at 5°C 03/03/2013 April 2013 

River Teme 

Cameron Preece 4 4 Broadwas   Aug 2012 Sep 2012 
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Perch 

River Severn 

Joe Boles 2 8 Arley RB Harbour   15/09/2012 Oct 2012 

Pools 

Mark Latham 3 8 Coppice Float fished double maggot 06/11/2012 Dec 2012 

Dave Beasley 3 0 Coppice   03/02/2013 Mar 2013 

              

Roach 

River Severn 

Andy Lea 2 4 Danery 3 x 8mm halibut pellets over 

pellet and hemp mix 

28/06/2012 July 2012 

              

Tench 

River Avon 

Derek Gabb 3 14 Pershore LB Hair rigged cut down boillie 

and swim feeder full of 

pellets  

Aug 2012 Oct 2012 

              

Pools 

Tony Barnett 5 4 Uckinghall Float fished single red 

maggot 

06/10/2012 Nov 2012 
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 Executive update  

Nordley shoot 

The winter shoot has now completed. At the request of the shoot organisers; the 

brambles at the back of pool 4 car park will be removed and replaced with bird friendly 

grass and vegetation and a bridge put across the ditch at the back of pools 3 and 4. 

Roach boards 

The Angling Trust is to install roach boards at Claines in order to assist spawning 

success. These are wooden boards covered in netting and tethered to the bank. The 

board will only remain in place during the spawning season. 

 

 

Bailiffing 

New Superintendent Bailiff 
Kevin Pearson has been appointed Superintendent Bailiff with immediate effect. 

Kevin replaces Dave Webb who recently resigned as Superintendent Bailiff after many 

years in the role. 
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 Archive extracts  
Midland Angler  

Below is an extract from the June 1963 edition, the forerunner to the BAA News. 
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Below is an extract from the June 1957 edition. 
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 Fisheries report  
The Fisheries Work party has carried out work at the following fisheries since the last 

edition; 

River Avon 

Wasperton, Barton and Bidford RB – platform repairs and rebuilds. 

Pensham and Fladbury – cut back of vegetation.     

  

    

Strimming cow parsley at Pensham and rebuilding a peg at Hallow. 

 

 

Willows planted by Local Authority at Hallow to reduce flood damage to river bank. 
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Readers’ letters  
If you have any items, thoughts, issues you want to air in the BAA news, please email it 

to baajnw@btinternet.com titled for attn of BAA News Editor. 

When sending in a comment can you please let us know if you don’t want your name 

included? 

The Editor will act as moderator for items to be included. 

--------------------------------------- 

Hi John 

Went along to Coppice Lake on Wednesday 1st May pm, the carp were behaving in true 

spring like fashion! 

I was able to witness their leaping and slurping in the afternoon sun. This is the time 

that they must be thinking of procreation as they were not particularly interested in 

feeding! However I would like to let you know that they are on the move and if the 

conditions of little rain over the last few weeks have an effect on oxygen levels then 

maybe it might be worthwhile keeping and eye on this during this 'stressful' time. I 

believe that the losses were attributed to stress and oxygen levels last year so it might 

be worth the effort to monitor this.  

Cannot believe the rubbish that is being discarded amongst the trees, what sort of 

attitude prevails amongst us to do this?  

Yours sincerely 

Andy Reeves 

 

Hi Andy, 

Thanks for the up-date on Coppice. I have alerted our Fisheries Team who have plans to 

monitor the oxygen levels this coming spring and summer. 

Cheers 

John Williams 

--------------------------------------- 

Once again congratulations to the BAA for a wonderful newsletter.  I went to Stubbs Pool 

with a friend recently.  First time we had been and I must say it’s a very attractive 

fishery.  Pity the solid fishing platforms have been built underwater!  Only joking, I know 

water levels in lakes are very much higher than normal.  I blanked but my colleague had 

a common carp of 10lb 12oz which was in superb condition.  The only thing that worried 

us a little was the lack of bites.  Has anyone been recently and fared better than us or do 

I need to wait for warmer water? 

Regards 

John Lane 

mailto:baajnw@btinternet.com
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Hi John, 

 

Yes we are aware that there is a lack of smaller, ‘silver’ fish in Stubbs Pool and we have 

plans to remedy this with a comprehensive re-stocking of roach, bream and tench next 

winter. 

 

Ed. 

 

--------------------------------------- 

Hi BAA, 

The May newsletter headlines "Coppice Back on Form" got me thinking about my recent 

experience on another association water, Nordley Pool 4.  Just 2 years previous we were 

informed of 750lb of silvers being stocked into lakes 3/4.  On May 18th this year my club 

gathered for a contest on this water.  Only 8 fished so no massive pressure on the lake 

and the results were extremely poor.  The average weight was around 6oz!  The silvers 

that we may have expected to catch simply did not show as predicted. 

Also, 2 week previous I and a friend paid a visit to this lake and once again the silver fish 

were absent.  The only fish we were able to tempt were perch.  So I ask the question, 

does anyone know where all the stocked fish have gone?  Are you aware of any decent 

nets being caught on these lakes?  I was warned by others who declined to fish this 

match that catches were poor.   

A trip to Nordley is a decent return journey of around 60 miles for a lot of Birmingham 

anglers. 

Unless there are improvements, are lakes 3/4 really worthy as a match venue?   

A solitary 3lb Carp was caught to easily win the match by about 2lb. 

Best regards, 

K Jones 

Mini 20 AC 

 

Hi Keith, 

I’m sorry your club had a disappointing day at Nordley. I have known these pools ever 

since the Association acquired them over 20 years ago and during that time I can, hand 

on heart, say that we have stocked thousands of pounds of fish into them. Carp, 

crucians, bream, tench, roach and even chub! Pools 1 and 2 have thrived and the fish 

populations have grown well, however the same cannot be said for pools 3 and 4. The 

reason we do not know, the pools use the same water as 1 and 2 and are of similar size 

and depth. Over the years we have taken a range of steps to try and help the fish, 

including introducing bird scarers and artificial refuges but it would appear to no avail. 

We will continue to strive to improve all our fisheries for the benefit of members. 

Thank you for your comments. 

 

John Williams 
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Ed; the reply below is from Mike, one of my Fisheries colleagues. 

 

I found the email regarding the match at Nordley interesting but not surprising. I have 

fished Nordley regularly for many years and I think I know the pools as well as most 

anglers. There are two factors which could well have determined the weights. Firstly, we 

had very heavy rain on the Tuesday and Wednesday preceding the match and even 

yesterday the pools were still very coloured and full. In fact you could say they were 

typical winter conditions and when the pools are like this they do not fish well. Despite 

bright sunshine at times, I saw no evidence of fish on the surface whereas normally at 

this time of year you can expect to see at least a few carp cruising around. Secondly, 

unlike Coppice, the pools do not fish well when the water temperature is low and the 

heavy rain will undoubtedly have lowered it, plus it will have probably introduced a fair 

amount of natural food. Nordley only seems to fish well when it has lost its colour and it 

is warm. 

 

 

Match Reports 
If you want to report the results of a contest you have organised on BAA 

waters, please email details. 

                    
Companions AC Sunday 26th May Uckinghall 

                    

1st  Tony Edkins 8lb 2oz       

2nd  Dave Webb 3lb 10oz         

3rd Dave Gumbley 2lb 11oz         

4th  Ian Loveridge   2lb 6oz         

                    

Report from Dave Gumbley 
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Chasing fish in the 
middle Severn 

Environment Agency survey of coarse 

fish in the middle Severn 
Last week, as part of a major survey of coarse fish in the mid Severn (from Shrewsbury 

to Worcester), we used a special piece of monitoring kit we borrowed from our friends in 

the South East region of the Environment Agency. 

 

It’s called an electrofishing boom boat and has been specifically designed to sample 

larger rivers. Catching fish in a big river presents lots of problems. It’s too deep and 

wide to net effectively, too big and deep for normal hand held electrofishing gear, and 

debris, obstructions and depth changes make sonar equipment unreliable. The boom 

boat is effective as it greatly increases the effective size of the electric capture field. The 

two large multiple rings arrangements on the front of the boat with metal prongs dipping 

into the water are the anodes and electricity passes between them and the cathodes 

(metal plates situated under the boat). This electric field then attracts fish towards the 

anodes and then immobilises them. The fish are caught by two people with nets on 

either side of the boat, and placed into an aerated storage tank on board the boat. 

 

http://davethroupea.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/20130513-145552.jpg
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Last week we fished between the County Showground and English Bridge in Shrewsbury. 

At various locations along this section fish caught were unloaded to colleagues on the 

bank. 

 

The team on the bank identify and count the fish, measure their tail fork length and take 

samples of scales which are sent for analysis. This tells us how old the fish are and how 

quickly they are growing. They are then released back into the water.  

 

http://davethroupea.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/20130513-150527.jpg
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We caught good numbers and a wide selection of fish including some large pike and 

perch, a shoal of roach, dace, chub, ruffe, gudgeon, European eel and juvenile Atlantic 

salmon as well as plenty of bullheads and minnows. A large adult Atlantic salmon was 

also seen but not caught. 

The results from this investigation will be combined with match catch data from anglers 

and fry surveys to get a better appreciation of the fish population of this important 

fishery. We hope to produce a report on our findings later this year. 

 

Note: 

The above article was written by Dave Throupe, Environment Agency Manager for 

Hereford and Worcestershire and is available via the following hyperlink; 

http://davethroupea.wordpress.com/ 

 

http://davethroupea.wordpress.com/
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Angling Trust RiverFest 2013 - All 

Systems Go For New National River 

Competition  

A brand new competition, which will carry the biggest ever individual river competition 

first prize of £10,000, plus more big main list and section cash prizes in the final gets 

underway in July. 

RiverFest 2013 is the brainchild of river expert Dave Harrell who has been working 

closely with the Angling Trust to put the competition in place.  Twenty qualifiers of 60 

anglers on various river venues around the country will see three anglers from each 

match qualify for a two-day weight aggregate final on the fish rich River Wye at Hereford 

on the weekend of November 2nd and 3rd  2013. 

Dave Harrell said: “While it’s been great to see some big money events created on 

commercial fisheries over the past few years, natural fishing has been largely ignored. 

This new competition is an idea I’ve been thinking about for a while and it’s now going to 
happen thanks to the involvement of the Angling Trust.” 

“The response to date has been fantastic as river match organisers from all over the 

country have come forward, keen to get involved with the competition. We’ve got 20 

qualifying matches this year and it is the Trust’s intention to make the competition even 
bigger in the years to come." 

"We gave a lot of consideration to the choice of venue for the final and eventually settled 

on the River Wye as it’s a place that lends itself to various skills and methods. We felt 

this was important, as we didn’t want to alienate anyone who qualified by putting him or 

her on a venue where they had little or no chance of competing. With a two-day total 

weight final as well this will make it much fairer for everyone to compete. The main 

target species in the final will be chub, barbel, roach, dace and perch and approaches 

will include both float and feeder tactics depending where you draw.” 

“We are now actively looking for a sponsor for the competition as we have a lot to offer 

in terms of company, or product exposure and promotion. Any interested party is invited 

to get in touch with me through my email address at: info@daveharrellangling.com in 

the first instance.” 

Mark Lloyd, chief executive of the Angling Trust said: “We’re all very grateful to Dave for 

spearheading the launch of this new competition and for helping us launch it so rapidly.  

It’s an exciting new addition to our match calendar and we hope it will recruit some new 

members to the Angling Trust to support our work fighting to protect fish and fishing and 

recruiting the anglers of the future.” 

From Tuesday 14th May entry forms to apply for the qualifying matches will be available 

from the Angling Trust, and a coupon will also be available in the two weekly angling 

publications.  There will also be further details and entry details available on the Angling 
Trust website at www.anglingtrust.net 

 

 

mailto:info@daveharrellangling.com
http://emarketing.blue-leaf.co.uk/t/r-l-odiuuut-fdklygd-j/
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   Bob Miller  
 

 
 

Sad news to report; a former winner of the BAA Annual River Contest Bob Miller passed 

away on Tuesday 14th May aged 88. Bob was a member of the East Warks (Longbridge) 

AC and an electrician foreman at Longbridge. 
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